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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Hewett, Anita McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey 
THE TALE OF THE TURNIP . 9 7/8x7 1/8; Cloth $2.50 


The production of traditional stories, nursery rhymes and fairy tales in 
illustrated, separate volumes is making a definite place for itself. The Tale of 
‘the Turnip might well belong in this category, though surely it is not familiar in 
the sense of others in this group. It is an amusing story of a turnip that grew so 
big it took grandfather, grandmother, granddaughter, cat and mouse together to pull 
it out of its row. And the illustrations in line and wash by Margery Gill gather © 
momentum as a somewhat sobersides tale turns into a rollicking farce. (10/30. LC:61- 


15388) 


Sokol, Bill Pantheon 
A LION IN THE TREE $3 .00 


This book with its pseudo humorous drawings poses a problem. Do children 
at this age level see through the studied sophistication to the story behind the 


lines? Or do they need the adult who is reading the text to interpret what might 

look- at first glance- like pictures they could do themselves? "It was during violin 
practice that Miranda began to think of other things." So begins a fantasy bordering 
on nightmare, as Miranda and her make-believe lion roam the circus grounds in search 
of a real one and get their wish when a raging lion attacks them in a tree. Vulnerable 
listeners will swallow every word and resent the return to reality and humdrum violin 
practice as a solution....Somehow we feel that Bill Sokol is thinking more of the adult 
audience than the children. (Publ.) 


Aldridge, Josephine Haskell : Parnassus Press 
A PENNY AND A PERINWINKLE $2 .95 


Surrounded by the awesome beauty of the Maine Coast, the simple life of the 
fishing folk, what more does a man need at the start of each day than a "penny and a 
periwinkle"? Sy, the fisherman, believes this with all his heart and no description 
of the exciting city, no temptation of long white cars or pockets full of money can 
sway him. Miss Aldridge chooses the poetic form to demonstrate the simple philosophy 
of the old New England Yankee and Ruth Robbins appealingly etches it in our thoughts 
with sturdy illustrations that evoke the joy of each sunrise, the pleasure of making 
a catch, the quiet sunset and a man's inner contentment. (11/6) 


Andersen, Hans Christian Scribner 
THUMBELINA 8x10, Cloth, $3.50 


* Adrienne Adams' delicate pictorial interpretation of the classic Andersen 
fairy tale brings the delightful adventure to full bloom in soft feminine colors and 
winsome illustrations. Miss Adams has chosen R. P. Keigwin's popular translation of 
the story and the combined effort is guaranteed to entrance the female listener. 
(10/30. LC;:61-17282) 
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Ford, Anne Putnam (See and Read book) 
DAVY CROCKETT 64x82, Trade $2.00, Lib. $2.19 


Perhaps the beginner's ability to read the story of Davy Crockett independently 
will compensate for the tedious fact-by-fact interpretation of a tale that had its heyday 
several years ago. Leonard Vosburgh's illustrations are an asset to the text which despite 
its easy reading vocabulary fails to prove why Davy Crockett became such an idol. (11/20. 
LC:61-13592 ) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION 


Arundel, Jocelyn McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey 
MIGHTY MO $2.95 


Mohammed was a titanic elephant who roamed Africa for a hundred years and became 
virtually a legend. Miss Arundel has based her story on facts and created Mighty Mo around 
whom lovers of animal tales will rally. Her central human character is a boy who has come 
with his ranger father to live in Tanganyika, and who absorbs the code of the hunter who 
invades the animal kingdom only to kill those creatures who have transgressed dangerously 
against man. Jay and his more timid friend, Suzannah, come to know these creatures of the 
wilds and love in particular a zebra that they name Smudge. Jay's proof that he can dis- 
tinguish between a killer elephant and the huge but peaceful Mighty Mo is evidenced when 
he kills the menacing Askari - and spares Mighty Mo. Miss Arundel does not portray Mighty 
Mo as a Dumbo; she shows him in ferocious battle with a savage lion. Wesley Dennis, whose 
animal portraits are collectors' items, provides artful renditions of Africa's wild life... 
And yet, in final analysis, this book lacks something of the mystery of a world in which 
animals are supreme, a quality that one does find, for instance, in Rene Guillot's books. 


(10/30. LC:61-14351) 


Collins, Ruth Philpott Walck 
KRISHNA AND THE WHITE ELEPHANT $3 .00 


The inhabitants of a small village in South India are shocked by their young 
Rajah's ambition to build an animal hospital in their-town. Krishna, the potter's son, 
whose love for animals can be seen in the clay models he fashions for sale at the bazaar 
and in his struggle to save a dying white elephant trapped in a pit,is more curious than 
repelled by the Rajah's modern ideas. The fate of the white elephant concerns Krishna 
deeply and when the animal is mistreated by Durga, the elephant keeper in the Rajah's 
household, Krishna does his best to ease the animal's suffering. Durga's treachery 
against the animals and against his ruler is soon discovered and Krishna replaces him per- 
manently. An uncompelling story line distinguished only by the rapport between boy and 
elephant. As a portrayal of modern India this can hardly compare with Aimee Sommerfelt's 
far more cogent Road to Agra (P. 732). (11/? LC:61-15208) 





ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Zaidenberg, Arthur _ Abelard-Schuman 
HOW TO DRAW SHIPS, TRAINS, CARS AND ATRPLANES $3 .00 


As in all previous "How to draw......" books by Arthur Zaidenberg, this requires 
a certain amount of interest and skill on the part of the reader. There are no rules 
pertaining to the placement of line and color, only a statement on the essence of movement 
and a brief history of the changing forms of ships, trains, cars and planes. Verbal limi- 
tations prevent active instruction in this medium, thus it is through the author's clear 
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pencil sketches that one learns the technique and receives direction. A good choice 
for the amateur who is dissatisfied with his present interpretations. (11/3. LC: 


61-7145 ) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Malkus, Alida John Day 
OUTPOST OF PERIL $3.50 


Madeleine de Verchere (another "Daughter of Valor") was an historical 
character in 17th century Canada, and was known in the period beyond this story as 
the Canadian Joan of Arc. Alida Malkus, a knowledgeable and skilled historical 
writer, has embellished her dramatic story with fictional elements as she tells of 
the heroic defense of Castle Dangerous during a nine-day siege by raiding Iroquois 
who were attempting to storm the isolated house near Montreal in New France. 
Fourteen year old Madeleine assumed full responsibility for two younger brothers, 
an elderly servant, and two incompetent and terrified men. These were turbulent 
days when the ranks of loyal French colonials were decimated by traitors willing to 
sell their heritage for furs from the Canadian Indians who savagely fought the white 
intruders. Alida Malkus builds up slowly and uncertainly to the climax of the siege, 
and somehow fails to project her heroine against an authentic sense of life - or to 
give her story full substance. Perhaps she is working here in an unfamiliar back- 
ground. Her books against a Spanish-American setting show her at her best. (11/30. 
LC :61-17506) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Tucker, Ernest E. | Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE STORY OF KNIGHTS AND ARMOR $2.95 


Perhaps this book is needed in an era where myth and legend gives way to 
hard cold facts. But let's hope there will always be children who cherish the shining 
knights in armor with their ideals and their ladies. King Arthur still has his place... 
But for those who want the facts, here is a book which goes back to the Orientals, the 
Greeks and the Romans for the roots of the story of chivalry and carries the record up 
to Edward Longshanks' time, when already the traditions of the armor and weapons of 
the knights were fading and tournaments were put on as a show. In the 12th century 
knights had been fighting men and little else; as mounted knights they were on the way 
out. But their story had had its mead of glamor and adventure; the training of a 
knight had its rigid rules; they played various roles at different periods of history. 
In factual connecting sections the stage is set for the stories tracing scions of the 
de Wyke family tree. While the facts are here- livened by story, the whole somehow 
fails to live up to the quality of the research and leaves a sense of disorganization. 


(11/27. LC:61-15443) 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Gulick, Bill Doubleday 
THE SHAMING OF BROKEN HORN $2 .95 


The foreman of the literary Western field has assembled shorter and longer 
pieces for book publication in a varied but uniformly good collection. There's 
humor in the title story, in the story of a drinking horse, in two old timers' re- 
call of a sporting event. There's the Army surveyor who realizes you must have faith - 
in the Indian; the youngster who leaves home but learns- from an outlaw- that you 
can't keep running; etc., etc. Excellent entertainment. F. R. 927. (11/3. LC:61-14465) 
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Jarrell, Randall-fd. Doubleday 
THE BEST SHORT STCRIES OF RUDYARD KIPLING $6.95 


ror most young people today who regard Kipling only as a teller of tales to  ) 
chilcren, here is a chance to discover his great talent as a short story writer. A varied | 
sampling includes, Without JYenefit of Clergy, The Phantom's Rickshaw,’ The Man Who Would 

Se King, The Maltese Cat and many iuove stories drawn from the author's own colorful back- 

ground, from the best of his animal tales, from adventure to imagination. Mr. Jarrell has 
provided an excellent opportunity to discover or recapture the magic of Kipling. F. R. 

p. 926. (11/17) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Beebe, Lucius Doubleday 
MR. PULLMAN'S ELEGANT PALACE CAR | $15.00 


Despite the price (for which some 766 illustrations are promised), railroad fans 
and Americana collectors of all ages should enjoy Lucius Beebe's account of the heyday of 
luxury passenger travel. The excitement of the times,the impetuous individualism of the 
rich millionaires who are the chief characters and the long-range impact of deluxe travel 
for large numbers of Americans are a red-hot combination for any fan. F. R. p. 934. 
(10/27. LC:61-11224) 


Foreign Policy Association, Inc. Doubleday 
CAREERS IN WORLD AFFAIRS $1.75 


Most of this handy little reference book is packed solid with concrete informa- 
tion on job opportunities and qualifications for positions in the U.N., foreign governments, 
international business and voluntary and religious organizations. Experts in these fields 
give advice on Peace Corps possibilities, business-diplomatic relations and cultural dis- @ 


crepancies. A fine summary for any prospective candidate in international work. F. R. p. 


935. (11/3) 


Bibby, Geoffrey Knopf 
FOUR THOUSAND YEARS AGO $6.95 


The author of the recent Testimony of the Spade now gives us "a world panorama 
of life in the Second Millennium, B. C." or the years 2000 to 1000 B. C. Converting volumes 
full of archaeology into layman's terms, recreating life as it supposedly was, the author 
takes us through Mesopotamia, the primitive Scandinavian farms and woods, over to Asia, up 
to the Arctic and so on. The book ends with the collapse of the old empires with hints of 
the coming Persian, Greek and Roman worlds. A fascinating, well crafted book. F. R. p. 


937. (11/13. LC:61-14367) 


Rachlis, Eugene Random House 
THEY CAME TO KILL $4.95 


The story of how four Nazis landed on Long Island in 1942 for the express purpose 
of launching an intensive sabotage campaign against America's war-working population begins 
with the training they received and ends with their complex trial once they were turned over 
to the FBI by one of their own. The author has dealt masterfully with his material, 
gathering much personal data and in general creating a well paced suspense story. F. R. p. 
933. (10/27. LC:61-6269) : 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page ®@ 


842 (J-282) Bevans, M.V.D.-Ed.- MCCALL'S READ ME A STORY BOOK- price from $4.95 to $3.95. 
Library Edition from $4.67 to $3.89 (Putnam) 
S4o (J-289) Steinberg, Alfred- WOODROW WILSON- from 10/10 to 11/15 (Putnam) 
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Dewlen, Al McGraw-Hill 
TWILIGHT OF HONOR $4.95 


Al Dewlen's best book to date certainly promises to be his biggest, as well 
as the likeliest candidate in the line-up to be identified as successor to The Anatomy 
of Murder. If, as in the earlier case, it can be said to be on distant terms with 
literature, it keeps in very close contact with the reader, elicits a maximal audience 
appeal through a courtroom drama, provides some fascinating legal shop talk, and at- 
tains real momentum and even terminal eloquence as a criminal case is processed from 
its ugly beginnings to its tarnished finish. Jess Hutcherson, a wealthy, popular 
figure in a small community in the Texas Panhandle, is murdered in a motel room by two 
young punks to whom he had given a ride-- Ray Priest, with a record of vagrancy and 
pimping, and Patty Sue, the sexpot he had married at 15, used, and possibly abused. 
Owen Paulk, who had given up criminal law at the death of his wife, is forced to handle 
Priest's defense which seems hopeless from the start: Priest is already "ticketed to 

@ ride old Sparky"; the State has four prosecutors, a large slush fund with which they 
have been buying up witnesses, a slack Judge, and a jury made up of the dead man's 
friends, peers, and fellow Shriners. Many pressures are brought to bear on Paulk. 

His firm does not want to be "embarrassed"; he himself does not wish to sully the 

image of the dead man for the sake of the living- his widow and children- and Paulk 

is forced to enter that "twilight of honor" when a knowing but necessary defense of 

the guilty may be "destructive of the defender" in the damage it entails. Still Paulk's 
obligation is to Priest, a sorry victim of the social wasteland that produced him, of 
the wife who betrayed him, and now of a community more interested in retaliation than 
retribution..... It is an exciting story, exposes many of the more unsightly artifacts 
of the American scene, walks the thin line between legal rights and human wrongs, and 
maintains its hammerlock hold on the reader. Book-of-the-Month Club selection for 
January will assure a headstart. 


The Flood Subsides to a Trickle 


Giving both this weary staff of readers — and our probably weary host of subscribers 
breathing space. Titles in section following are competent enough but undistinguished. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


November“3 2} } 
de Camp, L. Sprague Doubleday 
THE DRAGON OF THE ISHTAR GATE $h 295 
A prolific writer of science, science fiction, and historical novels has 
@ set this adventure in the time of Xerxes. Characterization and plot are slight, and 


the book is chiefly a travelogue of ancient scenes and customs. Big Bessas is rescued 
from death on the stake by his former tutor, the Greek Myron, on condition that they 
travel to the source of the Nile to bring back the ingredients of an elixir of youth 
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for Xerxes. They are the Dragon of the Ishtar Gate, the ear of a king and the heart of 

a hero. Enemies try to waylay them and they are joined by other adventurers and two 
women. Their bloody skirmishes are interspersed with scenes of ancient temples, tortures, 
rites and orgies. When they accompany Egyptian grave robbers into a tomb, they acquire 
the ear of a mummified king. The Dragon, they learn, probably does not exist- but ina 
deserted castle in Africa they find a treasure chest. With this, a Pygmy chief rescued 
from cannibals, and an okapi, they trek back to Xerxes. The great king is about to use 
Bessas' heart as the third ingredient when he is assassinated.... Personal relations are 
too sketchy here to make this a real novel- and with its elements of magic, and adventure, 
it is more of an extended fairy tale. But there is a sound basis of historical research, 
and for some it will prove exotic escape-reading. (LC:61-12511) 


November 14 


Chinn, Laurene Crown 
VOICE OF THE LORD $h .50 


The period of the last half century of the Kingdom of Judah when two Babylonian 
captivities and the destruction of the city of Jerusalem decimated a whole people is the 
period rather confusingly presented in the book of the prophet Jeremiah- and in the 
Lamentations. Few people pretend to master Jeremiah and it seems an odd choice. But then 
Joab in The IInanointed 2lso seemed an odd choice and was successfully encompassed (1959). 
So now when Laurene Chinn chooses the gloomy prophet, Jeremiah, one approaches Voice of 
the Lord with less hesitation. For this reader at any rate, while it lacked the verve and 
the pace of the earlier book, it did throw light on the drama of a vital era, and it cloaks 
the figure of Jeremiah with human attributes that makehim more readily acceptable. Care- 
fully researched and holding in the main outline to recorded events and characters, this is 
frankly fictional in embroidering the details, so that life within the city, the machina- 
tions of the court, the bitter story of the gruelling siege take on stature, and throw the 
light of understanding on the Old Testament text. Not everybody's meat- this- but readers 
who relish the revivifying of Old Testament history and story will like it. (LC:61-15797) 


November 20 


Field, Hermann & Mierzenski, Stanislaw Crowell 
DUCK LANE $5 .00 


The author team of Angry Harvest (1958) have again collaborated on this novel- 
istic study of the mostly demoralizing, occasionally ennobling effects of war upon people. 
The town of Duck Lane, a fictive microcosm of Poland, is the focal point and World War II 
puts its inhabitants to the test. The social deck is reshuffled. Some adapt; some hold 
on to old values. The town whore finds love in a forest clearing. The town titan's 
financial empire topples and he must hack newspapers at the kiosk. A Professor who wants 
only to survive the skirmish is dragged off to Auschwitz. Some fugitive Jews die well and 
an industrialist's daughter, who began in search of love, ends in dire need of penicillin. 
This has been done - all of it - and done far better. The authors' attempt at adjectival 
simplicity leaves Poland with a plethora of "clear, crisp nights". Duck Lane is a place 
entirely too familiar to the literary traveler. (LC:61-17412) 


November 22 


Dumitriu, Peter Pantheon 
FAMILY JEWELS $4.50 


This account of life among several generations of wealthy Rumanian landowners 
from 1862 through the first peasant uprisings is the first of a prospective trilogy, and 
on its appearance abroad, the author has been called the Rumanian Pasternak... The old 
Coziano family has accumulated many estates and they are self-absorbed, tired and corrupt. 
In the first part, Davida, a schoolgirl, discovers that her mother is having an affair with 
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the brilliant leader of the Conservative party. Numb with jealousy, she arranges to 
nave him assassinated by a young revolutionary, and then she is blackmailed into 
narriage. In the second part, Davida's brother- Eustace- fails to notice his wife's 

@ many affairs because he is too busy trying to secure more land from the peasants who 

eventually stone him to death. In the third part their brother Boniface gives up an 
idle life ond Eustace's wife, to become a brilliant and then embittered, lonely, 
old politician. His death and his mother's leaves Davida's children squabbling over 

vne family fortune, and as they quarrel among themselves, the desperate peasants 

finally revolt... It is a vast, cold and bitter book, without a single sympathetic 
character. But the atmosphere of an ingrown family and society, obsessed with its 

| own intrigues and reprisals while their world is diminishing and disintegrating is 

sombre, lucidly detailed and often horridly fascinating. (LC:61-14975) 


December Af? RR y b 


Barnes, Djuna Farrar, Straus & Cudahy ss a 
THE SELECTED WORKS OF DJUNA BARNES $575 5,75 


This book assembles some of the short stories, a play and a novelette by 
Djuna Rarnes, an avant-garde writer whose vision is rather exclusively concerned with 
human wretchedness and degradation. The short stories include, among others, The 
srande Malade, Cassation and A Night with the Horses. The novelette, which contains 
several episodes dealing with the same characters, is Nightwood which created consi- 
derable interest when first published in 1936. At that time T.S. Eliot wrote the 
introduction, here republished, in which he praised Miss Barnes for her unquestion- 
ably precise style and wit, and Edwin Muir said of her: "her writing is more felicitous 
the more painful the themes she is dealing with". The play included here is Antiphon, 
published in 1958 and one critic called it a "viciously brilliant, bizarre, obscure 

 ] tragedy with cruel streaks of coarseness". As a character in one of the short stories 

in this collection- Aller et Retour comments- "Life is filthy, it is also frightful" 
wi.ich sets the tone for much that Djuna Barnes has written. Praised by a coterie, 

,er uncompromising bitterness suits the current climate ond may have occasioned 

this republication of her work. She outdarkens Sartre, Camus and Beckett by a good 

many non-light years, and there is little humor or joie de vivre to brighten her 

vision. All in all it is a representative selection of her work for the following 
she commands as an exponent of the surrealistic-nihilistic school. (LC:62-7185) 





SPITE AND SPUR 
November 17 


Erskine, Margaret Doubleday 
THE WOMAN AT BELGUARDO $2.95 


A femme fatale, passionate but unloving Lisa, becomes the fatality of 
perhaps one of the men in her life, divorced, discarded or intended, and Septimus 
Finch is brought down from London to work over the case. However, her house of 
Belcus:rdo has its unhappy history and testimony to extend the possibilities... In 
this genre, a comfortable, ample storytelling proficiency. (LC:61-9570) 


December 1 


Farrell, Cliff Doubleday 
@ THE TRAIL OF THE TATTERED STAR $2 95 


"A Historical Novel of the West” deals with the period of the secession when 
one Mike McLish is sent through Apache country to line up coaches and horses for a 
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stagecoscn line, and also to thwart Wheeler Fiske who is trying to seize California for 
the South. Also hired by Vickers, Lincoln's private representative, is Susan Land, and 
while he respects her courage, he suspects her loyalty on the westward trek until the 

final showdown... Complicated action, for the genre, competently handled. (LC:61-14588) 


Mysteries & Westerns— concl. October 15, 1961 





December 8 


Treat, Lawrence Doubleday 


VENUS UNARMED $2.95 


First rate yarn - with limitations acknowledged in the mystery category. But 
give it top rank for an original situation- the Louvre is given a priceless gif:, the 
apparently authentic missing arms of the famous Venus. That a third arm turns up, that 
& sculptor who does flawless restorations is dead- violently, and his studio gutted; that 
a feud between two top men at the Louvre approaches solution with the elevation of Claude, 
who hed confirmed the authenticity of the arms- all this and more adds up to breathless 


suspense, a rocky road to romance, and a too pat solution. (LC:61-14001) 


non - FF ItCtTtoy7 


IN THE NEWS 
November 16 


Lash, Joseph P. Doubleday 
DAG HAMMERSKJOLD: Custodian of the Brushfire Peace $4.50 


* A very important book, its subject appeal intensified by its appearance while 
the news of Hammerskjold's tragic death has stunned the world: and while the U N is 
wrestling with the wellnigh impossible task of replacing him. And yet it is only honest 
to warn the reader that the S.G.'s determination to stress the job and not the man has 
made Joseph Lasn's task of biography a very difficult one. The text of the book is 
Hammerskjoli's belief tnat integrity and impartiality must be above national loyalties. 
This he proved throughout his life of dedication to public service, culminating in his 
years as Secretary-General of the U.N. The importance, then, of this book is that it 
too is dedicated to the U.N., to presenting its history with Hammerskjold the. pivotal 
figure in the sense that he was center on at each vital point. What years of crisis 
these have been:- the issue of the American airmen held prisoners by Red China- and the 
S.G.'s mission to Peking; successive problems in the Near and Middle Fast,- Suez, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Iraq; intra-Arab politics and rivalries; problem of the Arab refugees; the 
Cambodia and Thailand dispute; Laos and North Vietnam; various issues between Soviet Russia 
and the U.S.A. over control of Outer Space, parity and disarmament, and questions of the 
Security Council, of Summit meetings, and so on and on. The problem of the small nations 
was another crucial factor in recent years; Africa and 4 members in the U.N. in '53, 26 
in '60. Hammerskjold had faith in the small nations; France feared their growing domi- 
nance, sought a solution to. the one nation, one vote status. Through the record of these 
erises- and their solutions, the stature of Hammerskjold grows. And along with it the 
power of his office, legal, political, personal- though never as personal empire building. 
There was a “kind of moral magistracy" in the man, which added to a razor sharp mind, a 
dedicated purpose, courage, realism had fashioned a mantle of authority. His final success 


in averting extension of civil war in Africa makes a culminating point of an amazing career, 


ending with the supreme sacrifice. A book to which the reader must bring concentrated 
attention and informed interest. 
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November 6 


Ebin, David-£d. Orion 
THE DRUG EXPERIENCE $5.95 


This is the first collection of "the writings of travellers into drug-land", 
a subjective documentation of sensation when under the influence of “hallucinogens", 
formerly known as phantastics, and it ranges from snuff (which one experimenter claims 
is the strongest) to LSD, with hemp and opium providing the largest body of evidence. 
The editor has provided comments on each contributor, as well as the drug used, and 
many great writers have recorded this experience, with its special excitation and 
iridescence, the spiralling vertigo of euphoria which often plunges into horror, in 
words. There's the opulence of Gautier's world of hashish; Baudelaire's "accursed 
sweetmeat" and the exaggerated perceptions induced: De Quincey and Havelock Ellis, 
Huxley and Cocteau ("It is rare for an addict to forsake opium. Opium forsakes him, 
ruining everything"); jazz artists Mezz Mezzerow (who found no bad after effects 
"outside of a 20 month jail sentence") and Billie Holiday; Allen Ginsberg and 
Alexander King; the account of the banker, Wasson, who discovered hallucinogenic 
mushrooms; a medical doctors' symposium; etc., etc. including’a section on cures and 
the attendant agony.... This is probably not a book to be read, except intermittently, 
by a general audience, but it does represent some of the truest and best writing this 
flowering of evil has produced. (LC:61-9301) 


November 13 


Warner, Dennis Macmillan 
HURRICANE FROM CHINA $3.95 


While the number of books appearing on China today is perhaps a handicap 
here, this is one of the best books on Communist China to date. Warner, an Australian 
journalist who has spent most of his time in the Far East, has many somber conclusions 
to draw: by 1981, if not earlier, China will rank as the third great military power 
in the world and an “easy first" in militancy; by this time, China will have broken 
the ring of military alliances around it, have caused the internal collapse of the 
Taiwan government, have brought most of Southeast Asia into the Communist "family", 
and will have persuaded tens of millions of people elsewhere in the uncommitted world 
to turn away from the West. The author believes that nothing like the fervor of the 
Red Chinese has been seen in the world since the Crusades. This is a balanced book 
that cuts through the emotionalism that usually surrounds this subject and examines 
every angle of the Peiping regime, its successes and its failures. If the author's 
gloomy predictions are not to come true, he believes the West will have to increase 
its economic aid on a more intelligent and selective basis in underdeveloped countries, 
improve their agriculture, abolish colonialism everywhere, provide technical training 
wherever needed. Besides this, it must find a policy by which to draw China into the 
family of nations and help it with its own formidable problems..... A challenging book. 
(LC:61-15188) 


Joll, James Pantheon 
THREE INTELLECTUALS IN POLITICS $4 .50 











Leon Blum, Walther Rathenau, and F. T. Marinetti are the subjects of 
separate biographic essays here. No matter what heights they reached in elective or 
appointive office, it is peculiar that none of these men was able to fulfill his socio- 
economic aspirations or influence his countrymen to do so during his lifetime. It may 
be that they were hampered because their "philosophical views reflected (their) own 
psychological conflicts (and their) economic ideas also expressed (their) own temper- 
aments." It may be, as in Blum's case, that his country was not ready for the kind of 
Socialism he tried to give it. In Rathenau's case, perhaps his personal austerity and 
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his relationship as a Jewish businessman to the German Gentile community played a great 
part in his ineffectiveness. Whatever the reasons, it is emblematic that their lives 
are filled with a pervasive sense of their own mortality. None of the three is remembered 
for what he considered his best achievements, and each suffered the humility of recognizing 
his own failure and impotence. This is not a book of hero stories. It is noteworthy that 
the English title of the anthology is simply [ntellectuals in Politics. It is as if the 
fates of these individuals are regarded, in England, as typical of any intellectual man who 
enters politics, whereas the American publishers, by their use of the limiting adjectives, 
make clear their feeling that not all persons characterized by this nomenclature will lead 
dismal political lives. These essays are valuable principally for their historical pers- 
pective on the era between the wars. An appendix contains Marinetti's Futuristic Manifesto. 
(LC:61-10030) 


November 14 


Nelson, Benjamin Ivan Obolensky 
TENNESSEE WILLIAMS: The Man and His Work $5.95 


The playwright's life is traced to a childhood characterized by excessive at- 
tachment to the female members of the family and a marked aversion to his very own virile, 
cussing, poker-playing Big Daddy. He is turned inward - hypersensitized - by a protracted 
illness, by the loss of his sister's friendship on becoming a woman, by being uprooted 
from Mississippi to St. Louis. He goes through the usual-early failures. ("Well", said a 

“playwriting professor to young Thomas Lanier Williams, "I guess we all have to paint our 
nudes.") Nelson takes Williams' plays chronologically and analyzes them textually, com- 
paratively, biographically. To the author, Williams is a poet of the theatre whose prota- 
gonists search romantically though defeated from birth by an incomplete, fragmented 
universe. When his creations struggle against those forces which would whittle their sen- 
sibilities, objective and meaningful dramaturgy results; when their only act is withdrawal, 
the poetry alone endures. A comprehensive study of this chronicler of noble neurasthenics, 
this book will be of interest to all students of contemporary drama. 


Casuso, Teresa Random House 
CUBA AND CASTRO $5.00 


The author of this rather tragic book about Cuba and Castro was until a year ago, 
Cuba's Ambassador at Large, assigned to the UN; prior to that close to the Castro regime, 
handling press relations, foreigners, and so on; and even before that briefly Acting - 


Ambassador from Cuba to Mexico, during the tense few weeks following Fidel Castro's success- 


ful coup d'etat and overthrow of the Batista government. This is less her personal story 
than the story of Castro and the tragedy of the effect of power on a young man who had 
earlier shown immense capacity for dedication, courage, inspiration, and whose magnetism 
won support everywhere. The opening chapters of her book are a frank statement of the un- 
savory history of United States' relations with Cuba, when the idea of annexation shifted 
from one guise to another, leaving a lasting scar on Cuba's struggle for independence and 
on her economic security. It is not a pleasing record; perhaps we need to be reminded of 
it. She interweaves with this Cuba's checkered history up to the generation of the '30's 
to which she belonged and their exile from Batista's dictatorship, and the silence, terror 
and crowded jails. Today, under Fidel Castro's dictatorship, Cuba has come full circle to 
the same slate. There were points at which Cuba might have been saved; the author blames 
Washington for failure to seize these chances. It was in 1956 she met Castro- cand almost 
immediately was caught up in the surge of faith and aspiration which he engendered. The 
balance of her story traces the whole pattern of his movement; at a distance she reports 
the invasion, the guerrilla activities from the mountains- and then success. And from then 
on, hopes rose and fell; people responded from every social class - and later left Cuba in 
despair. Mounting adulation of Castro was sheer disaster. And today Castro is driven by 
fear and a persecution mania, ridden by periods of depression; money matters are in a mess; 
tension dominates the whole government; failure stalks,- in agriculture, in housing, in all 
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the areas where much was promised. And Fidel- who for long fought any emergence 
of Communism, has gone over. His lack of a concrete ideology or plans has caught up 
with him. And so- with heartbreak- Teresa Casuso resigned. The Cuba she loves will 
come to life again, but she feels she can no longer link herself with Castro.... 
There is a different angle on what is happening there, and the book, while very per- 
sonal in approach, has important things to say. (LC:61-12146) 


November 17 


Neider, Charles-£d, Doubleday 
MARK TWAIN: LIFE AS I FIND IT $4.95 


* Charles Neidér, one of the foremost contemporary Mark Twain scholars and 
editor of The Autobiography of Mark Twain, The Complete Short Stories of Mark Twain, 
and The Complete Humorous. Sketches and Tales of Mark Twain has collected 74 essays, 
articles, sketches, and tales of Mark Twain (the majority of which appear in book 
form for the first time) plus a very interesting selection of newspaper interviews 
with the author. The arrangement here is chronological; many of the pieces are ex- 
tremely topical and are valuable additions to the field of American cultural history. 
Mark Twain's political and social awareness are everywhere evident and-as always- 
brilliantly and wittily articulated. Especially interesting are several beautifully 
executed invectives on the then existing state of copyright laws and the one time 
suppressed chapter (cancelled in the proofs) of Life On the Mississippi. Especially 
valuable for students of American literature and history. (LC:61-13327) 


November 20 


Nebel, "Long" John Prentice-Hall 
THE WAY OUT WORLD $3 .95 


John Nebel, better known to the thousands who comprise his radio audience 
as "Long John", presides over a wee-hour discussion show on which are showcased some 
rather extraordinary individuals. Over the past years, Nebel has interviewed para- 
psychologists, palmists, yogis, astral projectionists, clairvoyants, voodooists, 
faith healers, hypnotists, and a Martian or two (sic!). In this book Nebel discusses 
these cults, the cultists he has known, relates some hysterically funny exposure in- 
cidents and, for the sake of orthodoxy, throws in some historical background material. 
Now Nebel doesn't "buy" any of this. But his mind is just open enough to have 
listened well and just sharp enough to recognize a good thing. Who, after all, is 
not interested in the latest on the "Abominable Snowman", or the claim that evil 
midget idiots inhabit the inner crust of the Earth, or a rehashing of the Bridey 
Murphy thing. Good anecdote material, all! Unfortunately, Long John stubbornly re- 
fuses to recognize that there are differences between verbal and written styles. 

He's sometimes random, often stylized in his informality, and, on several occasions, 
quite ungrammatical. Seldom, however, is he dull. (LC:61-17882) 


November 27 


Tievtjen, Arthur Coward-McCann 
SOVIET SPY RING $3.95 


The London Daily Mail reporter has re-recorded the case he originally 
covered for many newspapers of the five agents who were brought to trial in London 
in 1961 not too long after the U-2 incident. At the time Life called it the "biggest 
British spy case since Fuchs", and,while true, it does not have the inherent interest, 
the more puzzling aspects of the psychological deviation which led to defection and 
which were so well illuminated in Alan Moorehead's The- Traitors. This is a very 
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workmanlike, undemonstrative and detailed account of the five people involved: a profes- 
sional Russian spy, Gordon Arnold Lonsdale, who was an impostor for a Canadian of that 

name, in charge of the Soviet spy ring; the Krogers, Americans with several aliases, 
professed Communists and friends of the Rosenbergs and Rudolph Abel, who now as antiquarian 
booksellers transmitted microdot messages via books; and two fairly ordinary English people, 
Houghton and his mistress, Bunty Gee, who secured the information (test pamphlets and 
photographs) for Lonsdale. One of the most startling facts of a case in which truth is more 
commonplace than fiction is the fact that the Krogers, in spite of their known associations, 
escaped the FBI, and all in all this particular episode pointed up the "all over negligence” 
of Naval Intelligence and the general laxity of security measures.... Sobering rather than 
exciting reading. (LC:61-17742) 



















® 





November 29 


Kirk, John & Walker 
‘Young, Robert GREAT WEAPONS OF WORLD WAR II $10.00 


In the introduction to this very interesting book, military expert Hanson W. 
Baldwin writes “the weapons of World War II bridged the great gap between the age of the 
horse and the age of the missile and atom". The authors prove this fact as they delve 
not only into the nature of, but the history and development of hundreds of airplanes, 
ships, artillery pieces, and other weapons employed from 1939 to 1945 by both sides. Here 
are the Spitfires, the P-5l1's, the B-17's---here too are the great ships such as the 
Bismarck, Washington, and Warspite--and here are the tanks, guns, rockets, and other equip- 
ment used by the massive land armies. The descriptions, although brief, are usually highly 
accurate and make reference to other similar weapons. Sometimes, as for instance in the 
case of the German U-Boats, the information is slightly erroneous, but this is unusual. 
Over 300 illustrations accompany the descriptions. An excellent book for men, and one well 
timed for Christmas buying. 





December 1 


Hayes, Elizabeth S. Doubleday 
SPICES AND HERBS AROUND THE WORLD $5.95 


The author has collected legends, historical data, and information about the cul- 
tivation and uses of herbs and spices from a wide variety of sources, starting (chronolo- 
gically) with Gerard's Herball (1597-1633) and culminating with contemporary handbooks on 
herbs and spices. Each herb and spice is presented on its own with a line drawing, a good 
deal of informetive and entertaining text, and one or two unusual recipes in which it plays 
a crucial role. The herb and spice charts with general suggestions for their uses are 
nothing out of the ordinary, and can be found in many good cookbooks. The really unusual 
thing here is a "Herb Growing Chart" which gives extensive information about the cultivation, 
growth, and habits of a great many herbs which can thrive successfully in home gardens. Not 
@ cookbook, strictly speaking, but a lovely gift for the herb gardener. 


Mandel, Loring Doubleday 
ADVISE AND CONSENT: 4 Play $2.95 
based on the novel by Allen Drury 


Here is the text of a play that said different things to different people- and 
to some who saw it, the message was almost in contradiction to the message of the novel. 
For these reasons, it will be read by many who will be curious as to how the highlighting 
of the character of Senator Knox,in contrast to that of the President's appointee, for 





Secretary of State, William A. Huntington, can bring into sharp relief what was muted in ® 
the book. A study in character assassination. 
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© ‘ebb, Todd Doubleday 
GOLD STRIKES AND GHOST TOWNS $4.95 


This is a blend of Americana and photography, and for many viewers the 110 
superb photographs will be the focus of interest. But the text is well worth reading, 
| as it brings to life old mining camps and ghost towns. The selection is somewhat 
random, based as it is on a trip taken through historic mining towns of California, 
Nevada, Colorado, Idaho and Wyoming. Some famous ones are omitted, because he writes 
only of what he saw. Some have been victims of tourists and souvenir hunters- even 
historic records are gone. Some off the beaten track are well-preserved but have 
little authentic history. Some- Virginia City especially- are "professional" restored 
ghost towns. The background story is told, as he traces the discovery of gold at 
successive points, the gold rushes, the different kinds of development, from the Mother 
Lode country of California, to the Comstock Lode, and the Pike's Peak or Bust frenzy. 
The drama is here- and the men who made history, the ruthlessness and shrewdness, the 
sidelights on sporting events, on entertainment, on vice and violence. And it all adds. 
up to a segment of America. 











December 





Payne, Robert Abelard-Schuman 
PORTRAIT OF A REVOLUTIONARY: MAO TSE-TUNG $5.00 





| Rovert Payne published his first biography of this resolute Chinese prime- 
mover in 1950. Since then, many new facts have come to light, and the current work 
is a complete revision, greatly expanded. Mao has always been a devoted scholar who 

@ knows the facts of his country's history even if he may not completely divine their 
meaning. His roots, Payne believes, "are to be found in the mechanistic philosophy 
of the 19th Century, and it is from Spencer, rather than from Marx, that he derived 
the belief that the individual must be sacrificed to the state...By sheer will power 
Mao made himself the technician of revolt. Carefully, over a long period of years, 
he prepared himself for the role he desired to play, and...he realized that he pos- 
sessed qualities his adversary could never acquire." Chiang Kai-shek, even in the 
days when Mao thought it might be possible for the Kuomintang and the Comintern to 
work together, could never really decipher the inner workings of the Red leader's 
imagination, or see the vast scheme of political and economic change Mao wished to 
bring about on the land. "In China, where personal relations acquire a complexity 
unknown to the West, the duel between Mao and Chiang was essentially personal, but at 
the same time it was a duel between two opposed facets of the Chinese mind." Nearly 
a score of Mao's poems appear in translation here, as well as an explanation of his 
attitude toward "social realism" in the arts. His significant writings are analyzed 
in their own right and by comparison to those of other Communist leaders. ‘For 
Americans, there is little comfort to be derived from contemplating his career", 
Payne warns. "The long-enduring affection of Americans for the Chinese has turned to 
bitterness...but bitterness will not help us." It is not absolutely clear whether 
Payne would admit Red China to the U.N., but he advises that "The attempt to under- 
stand the new China must be made, before it is too late.” A chronological table ac- 
companies this well-written portrait. (LC:61-15322) 




















December 6 









; Harper 
EDUCATION AND THE COMMON GOOD $4.00 


Philip Phenix's Education and the Common Good won't stir a campus furor like 
the Conant and Chicago plans, but it will please all those interested in an updating 
of liberal-pragmatic precepts via social interaction, problem solving, adjustments, 
etc.,alone with many references to the currently fashionable pedagogic concern: the 


Phenix, Philip H. 
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Return to Values. Dr. Phenix, a "realist" in philosophy and a Columbia professor at 
Teachers' College, points the way to a restoration of culture through reaffirmation of 
standards of excellence, which are neither the acquisitive ones of the market place nor 

the behavioral descriptions of political struggles and psychological wants. He offers 

many fine passages on integral thinking, bad specialization, esthetic righteousness, world 
harmony, good manners, loyalty to work, sunny health and the escape of peoples into 
authoritarianism; he also pimps for surely the most wholesome appraisal of sex and the 
family this side of Mrs. Grundy. Warm and winning to some, woolly-headed to others. Dr. 
Phenix's "democracy of worth" is a community in glad obedience to eternal verities and 
reverent labor. In a civilization resting under an avalanche of trivia, torpor and the 
advance of the new technology, it's nice to have someone like him poking around in the 
rubble. But nis way out is neither revolutionary nor, to be quite frank, particularly 
relevant. The complexities confronting modern man are just a bit more complex and certainly 
more modern than scholar Phenix makes out. (LC:62-7321) 


. 





December 10 


Kenner, fugh Grove Press 
SAMUEL BECKETT Paper $1.95; Cloth $3.95 


* What Jackson Pollock means to modern painting, Samuel Beckett means even more so 
to the current literary avant garde. Hugh Kenner, who recently wrote the definitive textual 
analysis of Ezra Pound, now presents the first full-length examination of Godot's creator. 
And for all intellectuals it is indeed a blessing, though, unfortunately, a somewhat mixed 
one. Restricting himself almost exclusively to the themes and tapestries of the Beckett 
canon, isolating the author's private life to but a few non-committal asides, Kenner under- 
takes an awesomely close reading of everything Beckett penned, and most especially documents 
his relationship to Proust, Joyce, Homer, Virgil, Dante, philology, Descartian philosophy 
and phenomenology. The Beckett who emerges is then a sort of abstract classicist, a zero Ve 
expressionist of the mind, with a penchant for verbal games and/or jokes like the late i 
logician Wittgenstein; he is also a master of the mimetic coherence, of the rationally ir- 
rational and an “auto-biographer" delineating the awful journey the solitary man faces 
today. Over and over there persists that bizarre concern with bicycles, amputees, garbage 
pails, battered hats, clowns, tramps, immobilization, monologues, impotence, nightfall and 
all those thousand and one variations on the theme of Nothingness; it is the area of mute 
existentialism which Beckett has made his own, as witness the novels Molloy, Malone Dies 
and Watt, along with the plays Endgame, Happy Days and the one through which at fifty he 
achieved fame, Waiting for Godot. A Beckett character once asked: “Who knows what the 
ostrich sees in the sand?" Hugh Kenner has now come closer than anyone else so far in 
answering that puzzler; his is a major critique, a long-needed illumination; a work, 
whatever its feults, bound to be de rigueur. (LC:61-14384) 


December 157 4 


Oliver, Raymond Doubleday 
A MAN'S COOKBOOK $4.95 





Translated by Carol Chevalier, this was originally published in France in 1958. 
The emphasis here is not on individual dishes and recipes; rather, M. Oliver presents a 
great deal of gastronomic theory plus a wealth of practical information about the dif- 
ferences petween, and the advantages and -isadvantages of various methods and techniques of 
cooking (i.e. blanching, smothering, brsising, "in clay", "in ashes", etc.). The most 
precise and useful recipes here (presented in paragraph form) are an extensive collection 
of butters, binders, sauces, and stuffings. On the subject of main dishes, M. Oliver rarely 
gives oven temperatures, amounts of ingredients, or the number of people the dish will serve. 
In the words of the author, "I will give only general indications, precise enough, however, 
to guide your own taste and imagination and enable you to make out-on your own in all cases, 
no matter whet ingredients are at your disposal." This makes for interesting and informative 
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reading; in practice, we prefer Mr. Birmingham's The Complete Cookbook For Men (for 
our report, see August 15 bulletin, p. T1713 Indexed, and illustrated with linecuts. 


December 13 


Wolf, Bertram D. Beacon 
COMMUNIST TOTALITARIANISM: KEYS TO THE SOVIET SYSTEM $4.95 


The author's aim in this substantial work is to present the reader with 
‘seven keys to use in present day analysis of the Soviet System. The viability of 
Bertram Wolfe's method is demonstrated by his ability in the past to foresee the 
eventual trend of political development in the Soviet Union. The master key is found 
in the author's general theory of totalitarianism - the immutable fact behind the 
rapid changes in the Soviet line. The remaining six chapters are devoted to specific 
analysis of the manifestations of totalitarian behavior in various aspects of Soviet 
life, internal and external- the unchanging nature of dictatorship, the coordination 
of culture into the aims and directives of men who hold power in the state, the 
constant war waged on the people of the state, the state's quest for legitimacy and 
outward show of legality, Soviet imperialism, and the impossibility of peace as an 
aim of Soviet foreign policy. In the fifth chapter the author includes articles he 
wrote while the countries of the western world were making avoidable errors. The 
accuracy of his predictions demonstrates the usefulness of the method of analysis he 
has outlined. A valuable book recommended to the general reader. 


December 25 uf 17 


Thayer, Mary Van Rensselaer Doubleday 
JACQUELINE BOUVIER KENNEDY $4.95 


With the additions of 7,000 new words and quite a few photographs (there 
are 35 of them here), the series of articles about the First Lady which appeared 
recently in Ladies’ Home Journal has been transformed into a "book". Mrs. Thayer, 
who has known Mrs. Kennedy since she was a little girl, has developed her innocuous 
brand of journalese as a columnist with the Wash:ngton Post and as a contributor to 
several magazines. For those who missed the original series of articles, the (by now 
well-known) facts of the education and development of "Jackie" are interspersed with 
several of her "Grampy Jack's" wise admonitions in the form of letters which he sent 
to his granddaughter. Here too are a few of the First Lady's own poems which she 
wrote for various family occasions; and some comments quoted directly from Jackie her- 
self about people who have greatly influenced her life. While this may have popular 
appeal in building the "Jackie" image one wonders whether it enhances its value. 
(LC :61-17432) 


December 20. 





Miracle, Leonard Harper 
Decker, Maurice $4.95 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF CAMPING 


"Complete" from the male angle - but what will the women say, for camping is 
not confined to men. But with this reservation voiced, we give this top rating. Much 
of the material is basic to all camping:- plan ahead, find out where you are going, 
what you will find there, what you need in equipment, what are the local regulations, 









and so on. Then equipment is exhaustively studied:- tents, shelters, bedding, clothing, 


stoves, lighting, tools, grub list, and the "War Bag". Various types of camping are 
considered:- bicycle, pack and saddle trips, air travel, auto camping, snowshoes and 
skis, and the special requirements of each. He goes on to pitching camp- the essential 
know-how, the housekeeping, the safety precautions, campfires, axmanship, camp cookery. 
Wilderness survival- living off the land- and how to meet emergencies are included. 

200 illustrations. A good reference book for scout masters, Y.M.C.A., etc. but pri- 
marily intended for the use of adults intending to take vacation camping trips. 

(LC: 62-7322 ) 
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Larousse with Intro. by Putnam & Prometheus Press 
Stamp, Dudley ENCYCLOPEDIA OF WORLD GEOGRAPHY $14.95 until 1/1/62 o 
$17.50 thereafter ® 


Fourth in English of the projected thirteen Laurousse Individual Subject Encyclo- 
pedias. (See summary report p. 933). This volume, the first of three geographies, takes 
Furope in four sections:- Northern Europe, Ocsanic Europe, Central Europe and Mediterranean 
Furope. In the descriptive text the individual countries are not confined to physical 
characteristics, but the whole presents a coordinated pattern of social history, economic 
trends, the vegetation, climate, volitics, national customs resources- and something of the 
key areas as a brief background for travellers. There are numerous line maps, relief maps 
in color, some 500 illustrations of which 22 are in color, and in better reproduction than 
the somewhat garish color of the last volume reported. (10/24. LC:61-14332) 


Montagne, Prosper with prefaces by Crown 
Esco*fiecr: Auguste & Gilbert, Phileas Pre-pub-$15.00; Post-$20.00 
LAROUSE GASTRONOMIQUE De Luxe edition- $25.00 


The history, the theory, the practice of French cooking have been brought to- 
gether in this classic work, now for the first time translated into Inglish. This is a 
basic refrence tool for the professional- and a desirable asset for the amateur in the 
realm of gastronomy. In this English language edition, the variations in terminology from 
French to English to American readers are recognized, and a thorough cross-indexing makes 
the application foolproof. This is basically an encyclopedia, the text arranged alphabeti- 
cally - with a complete French index plus the cross referencing above indica:zed. To give 
an example of how the text is handled. Take the entry Filet’ of beef. First a definition. 
Then successive subheads, with accompanying suggestions for serving, recipes, etc. such as 
Jellied cold filet, filet a la nicoise,...a la parisienne,...a la russe,...a la stras- 
bourgeoise and so on. Through the text one gets glimpses of the past. There are biographical 
tidbits, regional comments. There are line drawings and photographs and maps. A tantalizing v 
introduction to an unseen classic. (10/27) 
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